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men, they were in an afflicted state and he prized their darsnan.
As he had other engagements, they were good enough at his re-
quest to have their statements recorded by Shri Brijkrishna.
One of them, however, exclaimed that they owed their miseries
to him and angrily asked him to leave them alone and retire to
the Himalayas. Gandhiji asked him at whose bidding he should
go. Some were annoyed and a few went to the length of abus-
ing him, while many eulogized his efforts. The only course,.
therefore, open to him was to follow the dictates of God who
spoke to men in the inmost chamber of the heart. There were
women too in the company. He regarded them as his brothers
or sisters. God was our one true friend. We were entirely in
His hands. lie would not care to go and enjoy the peace of the
mountains but would be content with what peace he could ex-
tract from the surrounding turmoil. He, therefore, preferred
to stay in their midst, adding that if they all went to the Hima-
layas, he might follow them as their servant.
Bread Labour
Proceeding Gandhiji referred to the complaints brought to
him that the refugees, though provided with food, shelter and
clothing, were averse to any work. If a man was in distress^
the key to his happiness lay in labour. God did not create man
to eat, drink and make merry. The Gita taught that one should
perform yagna (bread labour) and partake of the fruits of that
labour. Millionaires who ate without work were parasites.
Even they should eat by the sweat of their brow or should go
without food. The only permissible exception was the disabled
for whom society provided. There was a variety of work for
the refugees to do, such as maintaining sanitation including
cleaning of latrines, spinning and other crafts. They should
learn to make the best of the situation in which they found
themselves.
Kisans
Gandhiji then spoke about peasants. If he had his say, our
Oovernor-General and our Premier would be drawn from the
kisans. In his childhood he had learnt from school books that
me kisans were heirs to the kingdom of the earth. This applied
to those who laboured on the land and ate from what they pro-